
“The War Begins”  
Interactive Notes 



One if by Land, Two if by Sea…The Midnight Ride

• April 18-19, 1775
• 4,000 additional British troops arrived in Boston
• 700 of those were headed to neighboring town - believed the 

colonists were storing weapons.
• The Sons of Liberty would hang 2 lanterns in the steeple of 

the Old North Church alerting Paul Revere and others to 
ride.

• Paul Revere, William Dawes and Samuel Prescott would 
alert colonists the British were coming.
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Battle of Lexington

• April 19, 1775
• 700 British troops arrived in Lexington, came upon about 

70 minutemen
• The heavily outnumbered militiamen had just been 

ordered by their commander to disperse when a shot 
rang out. This is referred to the “Shot heard round the 
world”. 

• A small, quick exchange of gunfire would ensue - 8 
militiamen killed, 9 wounded, only 1 Redcoat injured.

• This would be the official start and first battle of the 
American Revolution



Battle of Concord

• April 19, 1775 (hours following Lexington)
• British troops arrive in Concord, search the town - find no 

weapons stored
• 700 British troops are confronted by about 400 minutemen at the 

North Bridge outside of Concord - colonists fire upon the British, 

causing the troops to flee 
• Militia continued firing the 18 miles back to Boston - in total 

would kill or wound over 250 British troops
• Sent a message that the colonists would not easily be defeated 

or deterred. 



Reflect on Notes… “Cake” vs. “Icing”



2nd Continental Congress

• Summer of 1775 (May-July)
• The Continental Congress would meet in 

Philadelphia. 
• They met in hopes to avoid an ultimate break from 

Britain though the fighting has begun to spread - 

needing to prepare for war but hoping for peace.



Preparing for War…

Hoping for Peace…
• They wrote the “Olive Branch Petition” - a final 

attempt to request peace with Britain & vow 

their loyalty to the King. 
• By the time the King received the message, he 

had already declared war and wanted to bring 

the traitors to justice. 

• Held the meeting 3 weeks for the first battle, 

realize must prepare for war by forming the 

Continental Army. 
• John Adams would nominate George 

Washington to be the leading general - 

quickly voted in.
• He would leave immediately to take charge 

of the forces existing around Boston.



Reflect on Notes… “Cake” vs. “Icing”



Capture of Fort Ticonderoga

• May 10, 1775
• Following the first conflicts of the Revolution, a group of militia, called the Green 

Mountain Boys, led by Ethan Allen and Benedict Arnold, decided to take their own 

action against the British.
• Attacked Fort Ticonderoga - contained several cannons/ammunition the colonies badly 

needed. 
• They crept quietly into the fort, overpowered the guard on duty, surprised the commander 

as he slept
• The commander would surrender - captured of all the cannons, gunpowder, lead ammo 

and route to Canada.

• Months later (January ’76), General Washington would send men to drag the cannons/

lead on over 40 huge sled 300 miles back to Boston.


