Unintended
Consequences
of Westward Expansion
What is a Negative Unintended Consequence?

Environment / Animals
Beaver

The unregulated trapping during the early 1800s lead to
near extinction and disappearance throughout the west
and the mountain regions. Mountain Men wanted the
valuable pelts, which were made into expensive clothing
and hats.

During the 1840s, the desire for beaver pelts
decline due to changes in fashion style. The
business market for mass amounts of pelts ends.

Bison

In 1820, 30 to 40 million bison existed. They were slaughtered to
only about a few hundred by the 1880s.

Bison are targeted by various
groups of settlers: Mountain Men,
Homesteaders, and the Railroad.
They systematically kill bison
throughout the Great Plains. Whites
only harvested the hides (whereas
Natives used the entire animal).

Environment / Animals
Hydraulic Mining
River banks were blasted with water pushing back soil. This had
devastating impact on mountain streams and rivers.
This practiced caused flooding, relocation of sediment and
changed the natural pathway of many rivers. This also killed
vegetation and impacted the ecosystem.
In Colorado, the evidence of hydraulic mining is still present in
mountain towns like Clear Creek, Central City and Breckenridge
from its use in the 1860s.

Native Americans
The conflict begins with Native American tribes living in lands East of the Mississippi
River throughout the eastern and southern states.
Settlers saw these people as uncivilized and an obstruction to the “white way of life”.
Specific conflicts with these groups included during the War of 1812
when numbers native tribes sided with the British and the Seminole
Wars throughout Florida.

Indian Removal Act of 1830
Under the guidance of Andrew Jackson, Congress passed a law that made it legal to
move the tribes.
They were to move eastern tribes and relocate them in the west.

The U.S. government and Native
tribes signed treaties/agreements
to move out west in exchange for
new land and minimal payment.

Native Americans
Resistance to the Indian Removal Act
The Cherokee tribe sought out help from the Supreme Court. They won as the court
ruled against the governments actions. President Jackson ignored the ruling and
forced them out.

Trail of Tears
The forced migration of Native Americans (Cherokee) to reservation land west of the
Mississippi River. The journey was extremely difficult. 4,000+ people died from
disease, weakness and weather conditions.

Native Americans
From the 1850s to the 1890s, the U.S. Military and western homesteaders/settlers
conflicted with many Native American tribes throughout the west.
Some notable conflicts:
Apache and Navajo Conflicts throughout New Mexico, Arizona and Texas.
Sioux Wars in Minnesota, South Dakota and Wyoming. Included the Battle of Little Big Horn.
Comanche Wars occurred in the southern plains region, mainly Texas.
Colorado - Sand Creek Massacre (1864)
Volunteer soldiers killed at least 160 Cheyenne and Arapaho in response to not
following demands, including women and children. They tortured and mutilated
everyone in the camp. This essentially ended any peaceful interactions between
Natives and white settlers in the Colorado territory.

Slavery
As people move west and new states are added to the nation, there is a
growing conflict between pro-slavery and anti-slavery supporters.
Most people want slavery to only exist in the south and to eliminate its spread
while many desire to continue the practice and culture of slavery throughout the
west.
Slavery begins to exist in newly acquired lands in the south. MO, AR, LA, TX
and some of the unorganized territory.

Hint Hint: Connection to Sectionalism LP

